KINGSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on 21st September 2017 at 1930hrs in The Reading Room, Kingston

 DRAFT  M I N U T E S

	PRESENT
	Cllr Eve White
	Cllr Merv Freeman

	
	Cllr Flo Watts
	

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Hayley Swain
	Cllr Alison Lewis 

	
	Cllr Sally Richardson
	DCC Cllr Rufus Gilbert

	IN ATTENDANCE
	SHDC Beth Huntley
	Parish Clerk Sue Green


	071.17
	Apologies for Absence:- Cllr Lewis, Swain and Richardson
	

	072.17
	Interests to be Declared In accordance with the Code of Conduct, members were Invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may in items to be considered at this meeting.  Members are also reminded that any change to their Declaration of Interests must be Notified to the Parish Clerk within 28 days of the change. 
Declarations of Interests:  Cllr White (Allotments) Cllr Freeman (Allotments)
	

	073.17
	Open Forum:  No Report 
	

	074.17
	Casual Vacancy:  Cllr White reported following the stepping down of Cllr Firminger, two parishioners, Heather Summer and Linda Watson, had responded to KPC’s advertising for a Casual Vacancy. Cllr White explained to both candidates that as one Cllr had stepped down only one replacement Cllr can be Co-opted on to KPC.  There followed separate informal discussions, questions and answers with each candidate. Cllr White thanked Heather and Linda for offering their services to the community with confirming that KPC would respond to their offer within the next 24hrs.
Cllr Freeman stated that as SHDC Cllr Huntley was now  ready to give her report for KPC that the Casual Vacancy discussion is to be finalised after the SHDC report.  All agreed.
	

	075.17
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  Minutes of Meeting Thurs 20th July approved and signed as a true record.   
	

	076.17
	Devon County Councillor's Report: Cllr Rufus Gilbert apologies received. No report 
	

	077.17
	SHDC Report: SHDC Cllr Huntley reported
Joint Local Plan The JLP project between Plymouth and West Devon is going forward and presented to the inspectors.  This has a possibility of being finalized in the Spring of 2018.  The Plan has shown evidence that the village of Kingston would be allowed a small amount of housing development.
Bigbury Bay View Café The developers have put an appeal for the Planning of houses.  If this fails the building can be reverted back to being a Café.  Bigbury Parish Council has achieved placing this building on the register as an Asset to the Community.
“One Council” SHDC/West Devon merger are consulting with the public the great importance that everyone, individuals and Councils need to respond to the “One Council” questionnaire to the proposal of the merger of SHDC and West DCC by the cut-off date of 8th October 2017.  Cllr Freeman pointed out that on the SHDC questionnaire web site allows only one person per household to log on, that the questions that are asked are not relevant enough. Cllr Huntley acknowledged this statement.  Cllr BH continued her report by confirming that if this legislation goes through at Central Government then a referendum and consultation will not be needed.  If this merger goes through, it will be the largest Council in Devon.  Following further discussion, Cllr Freeman proposed to submit KPC’s response of being very strongly against the “One Council” Merger, seconded by Cllr Watts, agreed by all. 
Planning Protocol Cllr Freeman asked as Cllrs are barred from pre judging applications and are not allowed to speak or vote on neighbouring site, which rules apply to members of the neighbourhood plan group members? Cllr BH asked Cllr MF to e-mail his questions; Cllr BH will investigate and report back.

Grants Clerk asked if Granting is available for the Playground Swing Project. Cllr BH confirmed not towards this type of project but there are funds for sustainability projects.  Cllr White thanked Cllr BH for the SHDC reports and updates 
	BH



	077.17.01
	Casual Vacancy minute continuation Following the interview of the two candidate’s application to filling the post of the KPC Casual Vacancy. Cllr Swain’s submission by e-mail to the Parish Clerk was noted. A full discussion followed.  Cllr Watts proposed Heather Summer, seconded by Cllr Freeman, agreed by all.  Clerk confirmed to contact the candidates as soon as possible, to then follow up with the fulfilling of all necessary paperwork with the successful candidate.  All noted.
	

	078.17
	Correspondence: (General List Circulated):  1.SHDC One Council Consultation  - See item 077.17 
2.Modbury PC  -  Noted 

3. Ivybridge DALC Meeting 28th Sep. 2017 – Cllr Freeman may be able to attend.  Clerk to forward report to IDALC
4. Oil-Club – Cllr Watts will place information of Oil Club in the Parish Newsletter.
5. Aveton Gifford PC Join Forces for Maintenance – AGPC looking into feasibility of ground/verge/road sweeping maintenance contractors and asking for any interest from Charterland Parishes.  KPC’s responded that “no requirements at this moment of time but please keep in contact”.  Clerk to forward response. 
6.SHDC 106 Contributions – All noted
	

	
	Signed   ………………………………  Chair Kingston Parish Council                          Date ……………………
	

	079.17
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:-  

1.KNPTG Report: Cllr Watts reported
Questionnaire Will be delivered to all houses in the Parish of Kingston next week. 
KNPTG meeting with Vicarage Park Ltd  - VPLtd reported to KNPTG the number of houses to be put forward for Planning now stands at 13.  For further information details can be seen on VPL web site www.newhomesforkingston.co.uk .  Cllr White highlighted to KNPTG the problem that arises at the far East end of VPL field with drainage.  Cllr Watts noted. 
2. KPC Report – Cllr Swain submitted Local Lettings report. Alex Rehaag of West Devon Council was contacted by Cllr Swain to highlight that Guinness Trust had listed the latest available Kingston social house incorrectly, which would allow someone outside of the Parish to apply for housing.  This has now been rectified.  Cllr Swain with West DC Alex and SHDC Cassandra agreed that KPC should “walk through” each applicant to ensure that correct procedures are being followed. For KPC records, Cllr Swain has submitted a bullet point list for the Clerks records of contact names and procedures for the KPC Local Lettings Plan. It was also highlighted that advice had been received from SHDC Cassandra, that part of the Governments responsibility to the Military Covenant with the armed forces, under certain circumstances, will take precedence over applicants with local connections.
Cllr Watts will place in the Parish Newsletter for anyone applying for local social housing to contact KPC Cllr Swain for advice. All Noted
3. VPLtd – No Report 
	

	080.17
080.17.1
	Finance: Opening Balance 

Current Account    Reconciled                     £10,657.76             Set Aside Current A/C at 21st September 2017
Business Account                                          £ 3,524.77              Allotment                                                       £  386.00
Payments to be authorised                                                          Marquee                                                        £  407.00
Clerks Wages September 2017                        £    268.45             Neighbour Hood Watch                                 £  104.00
Clerks Heating & Broadband September 2017 £      15.00             SHDC 16/17 Sust Grant Balance Art Grp     £    30.00  

Clerks Stationery September 2017                   £         4.25            SHDC Grant Defibrillator                               £    48.00
A Burrows RR Door Replacement                    £     285.00            KPC Pledge Towards Swing Project             £1691.00
Marquee Deposit Refunds x 3 All Sml & Lrg    £     450.00             Grant N’hood Plan “Groundworks”                £4972.00 
Grant Thornton 2016/17 Annual Return           £     120.00             Total Set Aside                                            £7,638.00
L Bray –Plan Site Meets (N’hood Plan Grant)  £     768.00

Devon Wild Life - (N’hood Plan Grant)             £       77.40
PCS Newsletter Photocopy Printing                 £       63.37
Total Authorised Payment                             £  2,051.47

Also to be noted Payment to be authorised

PCC 2017 Burial Ground Maintenance            £     600.00
Payments Received
2nd Half 2017/18 Precept                                   £ 3,050.00
Also to be Noted Payments Received

Rec Grd Swing Funds Raised

The Dolphin                                                      £    530.00

Emily and Molly                                                £      77.80

Heather & Andy Pub Quiz Night                      £     200.00
PCC A letter has been received to say that so far this year the burial ground maintenance amounts to £805.00 and is likely to be in excess of £1,100.  PCC understand that budgets are tight but ask if KPC can consider increasing the annual contribution.  After further discussion KPC agreed this will taken into account in the next setting of the budget.  Clerk to advise PCC.  
	

	081.17
	Audit: - Grant Thornton has been contacted 3 times for the return of the 2016/17 Audit. The hardcopy had now been despatched.   Page 4 of the Audit report has been scanned and received as proof that the Audit has been successful with a good report.
Internal Audit 2017/18 Contract Alison Marshal has offered her services for forthcoming KPC Audits. Alison advises that councils can take out 1, 2 or 3 year contracts with the fee scale staying static for the chosen period of time. Further discussion followed, KPC and Clerk agreed the 2016/17 Internal Audit by Alison was very satisfactory.  Cllr Watts proposed that Alison Marshall is used for a 3 year contract to maintain static cost.  Seconded by Cllr White.  Agreed by all.  Clerk to contact Alison Marshall.  
	

	082.17
	Standing Orders: Cllr Freeman report he and Clerk met to review the Standing Orders in readiness for KPC to adopt.  The SO still require some more work on them.  Cllr Freeman asked for the SO item to be deferred to the October meeting.  All noted.
Financial Risk Assessment Clerk confirmed is part of the SO, under review and to be finalised.  All noted.
	

	083.17
	Clerks Report: HMRC Pension Regulation Declaration.  Clerk confirmed this has now been finalised and submitted to HMRC. A confirmation of receipt has been received from HMRC.  Clerk highlighted that KPC are responsibly by law for actioning a pension scheme for any future Clerks.  Current Clerk is not in a KPC pension scheme owing to being out of the age range which is by law between 22 years of age to pension age. All noted
	

	084.17
	Grants:  Playground Swing Project – see item 077.17.
DCC Devon Highways Lorry Warning sign being financed by a DCC grant.  Cllr Rufus confirmed this is on order. All noted
	

	
	Signed   ………………………………  Chair Kingston Parish Council                          Date ……………………
	

	085.17
	Emergency Plan: - Cllr Freeman reported the Air Ambulance ground report for night landing at the Recreation Ground has a negative result owing to too many nearby farm animals and horses.  Air Ambulance confirmed the nearest chosen field location is at Bull Horn Cross which is the first T Junction from St Anne’s to Houghton.  All Noted 
	

	086.17
	Highways:  Clerk report 

Wonwell Lane Devon Highways have postponed until further notice repairs to Wonwell Lane due to the need to hire in a machine.

Pot Holes DCC have advised that internet connection of FixmyStreet is now obsolete. The only way to report pot holes is on the internet connection www. new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem   All Noted
	

	087.17
	KEG:  Cllr Swain submitted a report read by Cllr Freeman stating the Kingston Fun Day run by KEG was a resounding success.  
Funding – the main ethos of the day is to give as much free fun for all family members.  The whole day is of huge cost to the excess of £6,000.00 which covers the cost such items as Bouncy Castle/Décor/Prizes/Licences/Equipment Hire of Lighting /Toilets/ Generators/Sound/Bar & Hog Stand.  Fundraising is held throughout the year with main funds being raised on the Fun Day mainly through the Bar proceeds. Although the day was so successful enough funds where not raised to cover costs for the 2018 Fun Day, this will in all probability come out of KEG’s personal pockets as donations. Going forward if the 2018 Fun Day is as successful as the 2017 money will become balanced, KEG will then have high hopes of donating raised money to Kingston groups, charities and projects. KEG are asking for ideas for fundraising events they can hold throughout the year towards the  2018 Fun Day. 
Committee/Helpers KEG are severely short of physical help and support towards the day.  KEG appeal for anyone with ideas or comments to help towards the day to please come forward.  All noted
KPC passed on thanks to Cllr Swain for the detailed report.
	

	088.17
	Marquee: Clerk reported summer bookings where successful with confirmation from Cllr Freeman of the Marquees being returned in good order. All deposits refunded.
Future bookings 2018 The Marquees are booked for Private Hire on June 23rd & 26th, July 28th 2018.  All Noted
	

	089.17
	Reports:  Planning  Report Cllr Freeman reported
App No 1186/17/FUL Trebles Cottage. Conditional Approval

App No: 1784/17/HHO 16 Yellands Park TQ7 4PX. Conditional Approval

App No 1892/17/VAR Jarvis at Jarfin TQ7 4QA.Conditional Approval

Recreation Ground Sub Committee: - Cllr White reported the Sub Committee meeting was held 7th September 2018.  Minutes of the meeting where circulated to KPC who acknowledged receipt of.  The Sub Committee meeting acknowledged and wholeheartedly agreed that the Kingston Fun Day was a resounding success.  The committee reported that some Parishioners found the music duration too extensive as with the bar opening hours.  Cllr White responded that KEG have confirmed that the bar opening times where kept strictly to.  KEG has confirmed to look further into the quality of the music sound system for future events. All noted. Cllr Freeman congratulated KEG for its successful running of the Fun Day, with safety rules being followed, fun for all the family and the extensive amount of work put into creating a special day for Kingston.  Cllr Freeman hoped for future events that more helpers would come forward to help on the committee and on the event day.  All agreed.

Swing Project is well underway with funds being raised by Parishioners.  Cllr Freeman asked the Clerk to gain confirmation from Playdale on how long the Estimate for the swing would be held.  Clerk to report back.

Maintenance Agreement The first years contract with Ace of Spades, is drawing to the end of the season.  Clerk confirmed that Ace would very much like to go forward into the 2018 season adding there will be a slight raise in costings.  KPC all agreed that Ace has made an excellent job of maintaining the grounds with many compliments from Parishioners. KPC would like to continue to use Ace for ground maintenance; the new costings need to be provided in the first instance. Clerk to action.  Agreed by all  
Allotments: Cllr White reported the Autumn inspection is due.  Clerk to ask Cllr Lewis to action the inspection.  Also to notify Tenants this will be actioned over the next 6 weeks.  One allotment has been noted as not being maintained, a letter is to be sent to remind the tenant, as in the contract, allotments must be kept in good order.  All noted.

Reading Room: -.Cllr Freeman reported that the painting for the Hall and Kitchen will now take place in January.  As the task is far more time consuming than estimated a painter will be employed to do the painting.  The costing will be funded by fund raising and the Tesco Plastic Bag Grant scheme. The ceiling project is still underway, Tenders and Grants are being applied for. All noted 

Street Furniture:  Nothing to report.
Footpaths:  Nothing to report
Tree Wardens:Thelma Rumsey will attend a tree council meeting “how we should value trees”. A report can be submitted. All noted.
Church Report:
Harvest Festival will be held on 1st October with the service in Church at 10am. Any donations please leave in the Church by 30th September.  In the evening a Harvest Supper will be held in the Reading Room at 7pm 
Auction of Promises. This is being organised by the Friends of St James the Less on the evening of 12th October in aid of Church

Operation Christmas Child takes place in the RR on 21st October when the packing of shoeboxes will be actioned. Contributions of toys etc will be gratefully appreciated, please contact Shioya Walters.
	

	090.17
	Date of Next Meeting:  Thursday October 19th  2017 from 7.30 pm. 
	

	
	Closure of Meeting:-    9.30 pm 
	

	
	Signed   ………………………………  Chair Kingston Parish Council                          Date ……………………
	


Kingston Parish Clerk -  Sue Green, 
Old Stack, 1 Chapel Row, Kingston, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 4PJ

Telephone 01548 810270      e-mail  kingstonclerk@gmail.com


