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KINGSTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on 15th November 2018 at 1930hrs in The Reading Room, Kingston

 DRAFT  M I N U T E S

	PRESENT
	Cllr Eve White
	Cllr Merv Freeman

	
	Cllr Alison Lewis
	Cllr Sally Richardson

	
	Cllr Flo Watts
	Cllr Heather Summer-Nutting

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Hayley Swain
	 SHDC Cllr Huntley

	IN ATTENDANCE
	DCC Cllr Rufus Gilbert
	Parish Clerk Sue Green


	129.18
	Apologies: -  Cllr Swain 
	

	130.18
	Declarations of Interest In accordance with the Code of Conduct, members were Invited to declare any personal or disclosable pecuniary interests, including the nature and extent of such interests they may in items to be considered at this meeting.  Members are also reminded that any change to their Declaration of Interests must be Notified to the Parish Clerk within 28 days of the change
Declaration of Interests: Cllr White, Freeman  and Richardson Allotments (Personnel) 
	

	131.18
	Resignation:-  Cllr White reported regrettably receiving resignations from Cllr Hayley Swain and Cllr Sally Richardson both taking effect from 19th November 2018 owing to change of personal circumstances. KP Councillors expressed regret at their stepping down with sincere thanks being passed to both Cllr Swain and Richardson for their support for the past 3½ yrs. Cllr White reported that it will now be necessary to look for two new Councillors. As there is only 6mths left to the Term of Office the Clerk will contact SHDC urgently for advice for the procedure of co-opting new councillors.  

Going forward Cllr White highlighted that only 2 Cllrs can be absent over the next 4 meetings as three Cllrs would be needed to make a quorum.  Also to note that a Cllr would not be able to vote if he/she should have to declare an interest.  All Noted 
	

	132.18
	Open Forum:  None
	

	133.18
	Minutes of Previous Meetings – Minutes of Meeting Thursday 18th October 2018 approved and signed as a true record.   
	

	134.18
	Devon County Councillor's Report: Cllr Gilbert reported
SHDC Cllr Beth Huntley will be submitting her formal resignation today.  Until the new elections in May 2019 Cllr Gilbert will report on any SHDC issues with the exception of Planning when SHDC Cllr Baldry will be the point of contact.

Broadband Delays are being experienced by some areas for superfast BB by Connecting Devon & Somerset Gigaclear.  Cllr Summer-Nutting confirmed that Kingston has already been installed with superfast Broadband but not Gigaclear, Cllr Gilbert confirmed if KCP would like to take this further he would give whatever support that would be needed.
County Facts & Statistic Expectations 

Earnings average in Devon £25,000.00 pa compared to National 28,700.00 a gap of 11%

Unemployment in Devon is 2.2%.  South West is 3.3%. Nationally is 4.3%

Agriculture/Forestry firms in Devon 7,875 who employ less than 10 
Firms up by 11% in economy than in 2013
Over 65 yr. olds to increase in Devon by 30%, in UK by 25% by 2045.  
Population increase expected by 13%  in Devon by 2031
Grant confirmation was given that there is a small amount left in the Locality Grant for the Children’s Road Safety signs for the approaches to the Dolphin Inn.  All noted.  Cllr White passed her thanks to Cllr Gilbert for his report.
	

	135.18
	SHDC Report: Cllr Huntley’s has passed in apologies owing to stepping down from SHDC.  All noted 
	

	136.18
	Correspondence: (General List Circulated):  
1.Smart Meters -  All noted

2. CVS Small Grant opportunity Placed in newsletter - All noted

3. SHDC invite to Chair to Carol Service Cllr White asked for her apologies to be passed on.  All noted
	-

	137.18
	Neighbourhood Development Plan: - 

1. KNPTG: - 
Draft KNP – Dick Dalley reported good progress is being made with editing the Draft.  The Draft will be forwarded to KPC  ready for January 2019 KPC meeting.  Providing this is passed at the January KPC meeting, KNPTG will forward the document to SHDC for full inspection and their vote to referendum.  Cllrs asked KNPTG how the document will be presented to Parishioners. DD confirmed that an ‘Executive Summary’ would be presented to all households with the availability of the full document on line or on request.  A drop in centre is being considered as in the first presentation ie in the Reading Room and through the Tuesday Morning Market. Cllr White thanked DD for the report and KNPTG for their continued support and hard work put to the Kingston Neighbourhood Plan.  All Noted
2. KPC – Cllr Watts Nothing to report.

	

	138.18
	Finance: Opening Balance 

Current Account Total                                 £13,912.95

Less Un-reconciled                                      £     420.00

Less Set Aside                                             £10,791.93

Less Oct Outgoing to be Authorised         £     614.80
Plus Received                                               £      45.00

To Be Noted  Oct VAT to be Submitted     £   252.14

Business Account                                       £ 1,835.83

Payments to be Authorised

Clerks Wages November 2018                       £   219.04

Clerk Heating & Broadband November 2018  £     15.00

Stamps 1 Book x12 2nd Class                         £       6.96

Clerks Wages December 2018                       £   273.80

Clerk Heating & Broadband December 2018  £     15.00

WordPress KNP Web Site Maintenance         £     85.00

Payments Received

Newsletter Advertiser                                       £    45.00
Set Aside Current A/c at 15/11/18

£

Allotment 

581.00

Marquee                                                                             

633.00

Marquee Deposits                                                           

00.00

3rd Groundwork Grant N’hood Plan 

2349.75

RR Committee Ceiling Donation/Loan

6958.18

SHDC RR Project TAP Bal to be received  

00.00
KPC Playground Maintenance Donations

270.00

Total

10,791.93

PCC request for KPC to review the Burial Ground 

Maintenance contribution. See Item 139.18 Precept
.

	

	139.18
	Precept: - Parish Clerk gave Dispensation to all Kingston Parish Councillors to discuss the 2019/20 Precept Budget.

Cllr White reported inspection with the Parish Clerk of the prepared balance and budget sheets. Cllrs confirmed receiving electronic and hard copies of the prepared accounts by the Parish Clerk. Item taken into consideration for budgeting are the addition of the SHDC Council Tax Support Grant 2019/20 £164.00
PCC Cllr White highlighted the request from PCC for extra financial help towards the upkeep of the Church Burial Ground grass cutting. Advice has been received from DALC (Devon Association of Local Councils) with clarification of the procedure for the allocation of such a payment.  DALC reported a directive from NALC has deemed it not legal for local councils to contribute to a Church or Ecclesiastical charity.   The following quote from the Legal Notes in NALC Section 137 is as follows: - Where there is a statutory prohibition on a council carrying out a particular function, Section 137 cannot be used to avoid a prohibition. An example is section 8(1) (i ) and (k ) of the local government act 1894, which prevent a council from spending money on property relating to affairs of the church or held for an ecclesiastical charity.S.137 ( 1A ) also reinforces the prohibition on using s 137 to avoid a limitation or condition on some other power or for a function that they are prohibited from exercising.
After a long and full discussion KPC concluded that, reluctantly, money cannot be contributed towards the upkeep of the Churchyard as it has done in the past.  KPC would like it noted that they pledge to support the Kingston Church in any other way that is legally permissible.  Agreed by all
Recreation Ground Discussion was held on expected extra costing to the annual Recreating Ground Maintenance.  
Budget after detailed discussion and study of the presented budget figures and taking into account the extra costing of SHDC Insurance to the Rec Ground, the Clerks raise in wages, it was with unanimous agreement that the Precept budget for the financial year of 2019/20 be set at £6,500.00.  This is raised by £400.00 in comparison as at the 2018/19 Precept. Proposed by Cllr Freeman, seconded by Cllr Lewis. Agreed by all
Business Account In the 2018/19 financial year half of the Business Account money was transferred into the Treasure’s Account leaving a balance of £1,835.83.  This will need to be kept secure for the forthcoming 2019 Election possible costs. All noted.
	

	140.18
	Grants: - See above Item 134.18 
	

	141.18
	TAP Funding: - Clerk reported SHDC balance of £644.00, for the RR Ceiling Project, is still to be received. 
	

	142.18
	Highways: Cllr White reported 
Kingston Four X.  KPC to look into purchase of Church/Reading Room sign still in progress

Wonwell Turning Circle – No further update.  Double Yellow lines still to be actioned.+
	

	143.18
	Kingston Local Lettings Plan: Cllr White asked if all Cllrs had read Cllr Hayley Swain’s report after attending the SHDC a seminar with Home Choice on 18th October 2018. All confirmed and noted.  Cllr White reported that even though Hayley has now stepped down from being a councillor, Hayley will continue to represent Kingston on all Home Choice issues.  KPC passed their thanks and appreciation to Hayley for continuing with this role.
	

	144.18
	Clerks Report: - 
Wages DALC have advised notification of Clerk’s wage increases will be released shortly.

Appraisal – highlighted that Clerk’s appraisal has not been actioned for 2018.  Clerk to action.  All Noted
	

	145.18
	Training: - Clerk reported New Cllr Training for 29th November 2018 at 6.30pm Exeter to be attended by Cllr Summer-Nutting has become fully booked. Cllr Summer –Nutting has asked for this training to be deferred until next training dates.  Clerk to action.

	

	146.18
	Reports:  1.Planning Cllr Freeman reported. 
Pending Planning

1703/18/FUL – Higher Gabberwell Garage Retrospective application for change of use of land to residential garden land, erection of detached garage and erection of associated boundary fencing.

1944/18/FUL – Erection of dwelling adjacent to Higher Gabberwell. 
4068/17/OPA VPLtd - Re-Advertised (Revised Plans & Description) Outline Application. 
2 Recreation Ground Sub Committee:  Cllr Lewis reported
Fence Post - one fence post on the perimeter of the Junior Playground repair to be actioned.
Maintenance Contract 2019 – Cllr Richardson confirmed completion of a new current contract document ready for proof reading.   Cllr Watts confirmed the advertising for Tenders missed the November newsletter. It will now be placed in the December newsletter. 
All noted. 
3. Allotments: Cllr Summer-Nutting confirmed visiting the Allotments some two weeks ago and reported all are well with the exception with one needing some attention, this is in hand. All Noted 
4 Reading Room: Cllr Freeman reported the Reading Room Revival project is going well.  Curtains are still to be actioned. The Cinema Projector that was purchased has had to be returned as it was the wrong specification. All Noted

5. Street Furniture:  Cllr Freeman – nothing to report.
6 Footpaths: Cllr White – nothing to report.  

7 Tree Wardens Report: Cllr White reported Thelma Rumsey will put an updated report to the newsletter concerning Ash Dieback.
8.Kingston Church: - Cllr White reported  
Remembrance Sunday: Approx 110 people attended the Remembrance Day service in the Church with more joining at the War Memorial. There has been a lot of very positive feedback on the service, which was differently planned this year in accordance with the RBL guidelines. £642.00 was collected for the Legion. Congratulations are passed to the bell ringers who rang the bells again at midday joining others across the country. Thanks are passed to Carol Walters for decorating the Church. The WW1 exhibition has been a great success and will stay up until next weekend 17/18th Nov. We had been contacted by a research project in Yorkshire regarding one of the people recorded on the memorial and also by the family of Lance Corporal Rogers who lived at Scobbiscombe Farm at the time, they attended the service too. All the information they gave has been passed onto KLHS for their archives. It would be good to have photos of them all, WW2 and Malaya as well. 

The War Memorial: The War Memorial was listed in 2015, at Grade II. The War Memorial Trust had worked with the RBL, before the anniversary of the start of WW1, to identify and review the condition of memorials across the country. The WM was registered as in poor condition, the Dartmoor granite structure was perfectly good but the lettering has faded, the stone was dirty and the outer wall was breaking up.  It had been cleaned and repainted and the WW2/Malaya names were added in 1995 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of VE Day.  It was professionally cleaned and the lettering painted in 2014, funded partly by a grant from the War Memorial Trust and partly from the proceeds of the local cricket match. The local RBL Branch contacted the PC, who applied to the Trust for a grant. The RBL Branch closed down so this became a PC project. Lance repaired the low outer wall which is still fine and the overhanging trees have been cut back.  Research of the history of the Memorial itself and the information found from past PC minutes in the Church chest, and the Devon Records Office is now in the KLHS archive and in the exhibition. It was also found that as the Memorial was put up by public subscription, it belongs to the parish that are represented in law by the PC, despite the Memorial being sited in the churchyard. The Church looks after the site, currently kindly overseen by the church warden Brian Alloway and his wife Judy. The Church has no problems with this as it is looked upon as part of churchyard care. The care and cleaning of the memorial remains the joint responsibility of KPC and the Church. The churchyard is open to the public, but not public property, and this particular area has become a site for children’s graves and is especially sensitive. As the War Memorial is listed and vulnerable, cleaning will always be carried out by professionals in liaison with KPC and the Church. This is because certain substances, such as detergent, are damaging.
The Churchyard: Costs for maintaining the churchyard for safe access tidiness are rising each year. It is not just about grass cutting though this is expensive. Application to the Diocese had to be made for a faculty (planning permission) to remove 2 large tombs collapsing near to the path. The grave stones are regularly checked and reset where necessary. Technically this is the responsibility of the bereaved family but contacting them is rarely practical. The walls and trees all need constant maintenance and there is considerable volunteer work done on a regular basis.  PCC do not try for a military cemetery look especially as rural churchyards are great wildlife sanctuaries, PCC hope to achieve a happy medium between neatness/ safety and running a living churchyard project.   The PCC is very grateful for the past donations to churchyard care, 
	

	147.18
	Date of Next Meeting:  Thursday 17th January 2018 from 7.30 pm.  
	

	
	Closure of Meeting:-   9 pm 
	


Signed By Chair ………………………………      Dated ……………………………….

Kingston Parish Clerk - Sue Green,  Old Stack, 1 Chapel Row, Kingston, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 4PJ

Telephone 01548 810270      e-mail  kingstonclerk@gmail.com


